
  

Genealogy of Jesus 

Matthew 1.1-17
Luke 3.21-38



  



  

What is Genealogy? 
● Genealogy is the study of families, 

family history, and the tracing of their 
lineages.

● A line of descent traced continuously 
from an ancestor.  



  

Genealogy 
● Some people are interested in their 

genealogy 
● Ancient Jews were interested in 

genealogies 
● Chronicles has nine chapters of genealogies
● Its tough to make it through a genealogy  



  

Matthew’s Account 
Matthew moves forward historically  
● Earliest name is Abraham
● Joseph’s father: Jacob 
● David’s son: Solomon
● Mentions a few women
● Organized into three sections (V17)   



  

Luke’s Account 
● Moves backwards historically 
● Earliest name is Adam (or even God)
● Joseph’s father: Heli 
● David’s son: Nathan
● Only men 
● No organization 



  

Differences 
● The structural difference between the 

two is not a big deal 
● The different names do cause some 

problems (Jacob and Heli) 
● Matthew: 42 Luke: 77 



  



  

Why is it different?
● For years the church believed Matthew gives 

Joseph’s ancestors and Luke gave Mary’s 
● Luke presents the actual biological ancestry of Jesus 
● Luke points out Joseph is biologically descended 

from David 
● Matthew presents the “royal line” 
● Matthew points out Jesus stands in a line of rulers of 

Israel 



  

Conclusion 
● You find new things in the Bible all the time
● In Luke’s account Jesus is the 77th person 

in his Genealogy 
● The number “7” represents fullness or 

completion in the Bible 
● Jesus was the ultimate completion 
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